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PRESIDENT'S WEEKLY ADDRESS

Democracy & Citizenship & Fakery - C-SP/


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vprETB4dzNE

The technology of fake news

Real-time Reenactment
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Without Re-timin With Re-timing .
(Our Result) 6:36

Project Voco Synthesizing Obama Face2Face

Using tiny audio clips, researchers Using a generic video of President Researchers at Stanford have found
from Adobe and Princeton turn text Obama speaking, researchers at the a way to let ordinary people control
into the words of anyone they'd like. University of Washington can the faces of presidents, in real time.
match his facial movements to a
totally different set of words.




STILL THE FUTURE...



LET'S TALK ABOUT THE PRESENT
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ONE WAY TO LOOK AT IT IS



THE BUBBLE AND ECHO CHAMBER
POWERED BY SOCIAL MEDIA



SELECTIVE FEEDS
SHOW US ONLY WHAT WE WANT TO SEE



BLOCK OR HIDE
ANYTHING WE DON'T WANT TO SEE



LINK PREVIEWS
SO WE DON'T HAVE TO READ A FULL ARTICLE



CLICKBAIT
T0 GET PEOPLE TO CLICK ON YOUR ARTICLE



COVERAGE IS NOW BASED ON
WHAT WILL GET CLICKS



HOW 2 ESTABLISHED OUTLETS COVER THE SAME STORY

EXCLUSIVE — IVANKA ROCKS BERLIN:
PRESIDENT TRUMP'S ‘POLICIES ARE CENTRAL
T0 THE ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT OF
WOMEN |

MANY 2017 =

20 DIALOGUE | //oraits

Ivanka Trump gets booed, hissed at during
Berlin event

The first daughter was put on the spot during her first trip abroad as

SOURCE: @JUDDLEGUM



https://twitter.com/JuddLegum/status/856963886758715393

COCONSERVATIVETOT oo

[ wews | &
White House FINALLY Gives White House Just Gave

Kellyanne Conway The Boot, Are Conway The Boot, Prepare
uGtaa? To Be Infuriated

d Smas

SOURCE: BUZZFEED



https://www.buzzfeed.com/craigsilverman/how-the-hyperpartisan-sausage-is-made?utm_term=.al05AX6RM#.hyAA3g4M1

IS THIS A NEW PHENOMENON?




YELLOW JOURNALISM
EST. 1890s



IT EXISTS BECAUSE IT WORKS



THE PSYCHOLOGY

BEHIND FAKE NEWS




SYSTEM 1 & SYSTEM 2 THINKING

THINKING FAST AND SLOW, DANIEL KAHNEMAN



https://www.amazon.com/Thinking-Fast-Slow-Daniel-Kahneman/dp/0374533555

SYSTEM 1

fast, automatic, intuitive
o B



SYSTEM 2
Analytical




heliefs == system 1



why do we believe what we believe?



KNOWLEDGE






KNOWLEDGE IS SHALLOW
“BY DESIGN"






THE KNOWLEDGE ILLUSION

“..strong feelings about issues do not
emerge from deep understanding...

but it deepens as more people
believe this together”

THE KNOWLEDGE ILLUSION



https://www.amazon.com/Knowledge-Illusion-Never-Think-Alone/dp/039918435X

BELIEVING TOGETHER



THE INFORMATION DIET

INFORMATION DIET



https://www.amazon.com/Information-Diet-Case-Conscious-Comsumption/dp/1491933399/

INFORMATION YOU AGREE WITH
IS STIMULATING

(yummy)



INFORMATION YOU DISAGREE WITH
IS NOT STIMULATING

(yucky)



INFORMATION THAT CONFORMS T0 OUR BELIEFS
|S EASIER TO DIGEST THAN INFORMATION
THAT REQUIRES OUR ANALYTICAL MIND






AND THAT'S THE PSYCHOLOGY OF FAKE NEWS




IS IT TECH'S FAULT?



[record scratch]



cambridge analytica !/ Q

All News Videos Images Maps More Settings Tools
About 47,100,000 results (0.73 seconds)

Top stories
: z

Cambridge

Analytica :
IT service management company Ca m b r | d g e

Analytica

Facebook didn't read Bannon directed Facebook ‘Looking Into’ cambridgeanalytica.org
the terms and Cambridge Analytica to Palantir's Access to
conditions for the app research discouraging User Data Harvested by Cambridge Analytica is a British political consulting firm which combines

behind Cambridge... voter turnout,... Cambridge Analytica data mining, data brokerage, and data analysis with strategic
communication for the electoral process. It was started in 2013 as an

Washington Post The Hill Gizmodo offshoot of the SCL Group. Wikipedia
6 hours ago 20 hours ago 3 hours ago Founded: 2013
Headquarters: London, United Kingdom
~> More for cambridge analytica Parent organization: SCL Group
Key people: Stephen K. Bannon (vice president, former), MORE

Founders: Stephen K. Bannon, Robert Mercer

Facebook and Cambridge Analytica: What You Need to Know as ...




Politis ~ Robert Mercer: the big data billionaire
waging war on mainstream media

With links to Donald Trump, Steve Bannon and Nigel Farage,
the rightwing US computer scientist is at the heart of a
multimillion-dollar propaganda network

World
Carole N Science
Cadwalladr : | Fe Stwal

¥ @carolecadw
Sun 26 Feb 2017
04.00 EST

A Robert Mercer in New York in 2014. Photograph: DDP USA/Rex Shutterstock

This article is the subject of a legal complaint on behalf offCambridge Analytica

LLC and SCL Elections Limited.
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“A Facebook ‘like’, he said, was their most ‘potent
weapon'. ‘Because using artificial intelligence, as
we did, tells you all sorts of things about that
individual and how to convince them with what sort

of advert. And you knew there would also be other
people in their network who liked what they liked,
s0 you could spread.’”




SPREAD



FAKE NEWS SPREAD

SOURCE: THE ATLANTIC



https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2018/03/largest-study-ever-fake-news-mit-twitter/555104/

“It seems to be pretty clear that false information
outperforms true information,” said Soroush
Vosoughi, a data scientist at MIT who has studied

fake news since 2013 and who led this study. “And
that is not just because of bots. It might have
something to do with human nature.”




TWO STORIES



A TALE OF TWO STORIES

THEN PRESIDENTIAL HOPEFUL DONALD TRUMP OBITUARY FROM DONALD TRUMP’S DECEASED
FLIES CRITICALLY ILL CHILD ANDREW TEN COUSIN IMPLORES THE PUBLIC NOT TO VOTE
FROM CALIFORNIA TO NEW YORK IN HIS FOR THE GOP PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE.

PRIVATE JET FOR TREATMENT



A TALE OF TWO STORIES

THEN PRESIDENTIAL HOPEFUL DONALD TRUMP OBITUARY FROM DONALD TRUMP’S DECEASED
FLIES CRITICALLY ILL CHILD ANDREW TEN COUSIN IMPLORES THE PUBLIC NOT TO VOTE
FROM CALIFORNIA TO NEW YORK IN HIS FOR THE GOP PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE.

PRIVATE JET FOR TREATMENT
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FAKE NEWS STORIES OUTPERFORM
TRUE STORIES BY ABOUT 6X



FAKE NEWS STORIES ILLICIT AN
EMOTIONAL RESPONSE



.80 IS It tech’s fault?






WE DON'T TAKE THE TIME TO UNDERSTAND
PSYCHOLOGY



WE DON'T TAKE THE TIME TO UNDERSTAND
ETHICS



WHAT CAN WE DO ABOUT IT?



WE NEED TO PRIORITIZE TOOLS
T0 IMPROVE COMMUNICATION



VAN]TY FA]R SignIn  Subscribe

BUSINESS POLITICS TECHNOLOGY THE PLAYERS

Twitter

“JUST AN ASS-BACKWARD TECH COMPANY™: HOW TWITTER
LOST THE INTERNET WAR

Twitter faces more challenges than most technology companies: ISIS terrorists, trolls, bots, and
Donald Trump. But its last line of defense, the company’s head of trust and safety, Del Harvey. isn’t
making things easier. “Del overcomplicates things . .. and you can see that in the way some of these
things are handled publicly.”

SOURCE: VANITY FAIR



https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2018/02/how-twitter-lost-the-internet-war

WE HAVE TO TAKE OWNERSHIP
OF OUR PRODUCT DECISIONS



SUPPORT MORE ‘ZEBRA" COMPANIES



QUARTZ

ANIMAL KINGDOM

Zebra companies offer an alternative to
the unicorn fantasy

A year ago we wrote “Sex & Startups.” The premise was this: The
current technology and venture capital structure is broken. It rewards
quantity over quality, consumption over creation, quick exits over
sustainable growth, and shareholder profit over shared prosperity. It
i g chases after “unicorn” companies bent on “disruption” rather than
’ supporting businesses that repair, cultivate, and connect. After
Jennifer Brandel L .
publishing the essay, we heard from hundreds of founders, investors,

and advocates who agreed: “We cannot win at this game.”
This is an urgent problem. For in this game, far more than money is at

stake. When VC firms prize time on site over truth, a lucky few may
profit, but civil society suffers. When shareholder return trumps

SOURCE: QUARTZ



https://qz.com/933681/start-ups-shouldnt-try-to-be-unicorns-they-should-be-zebras/

COMPANIES THAT BALANCE PROFIT & PURPOSE



COMPANIES THAT SOLVE ACTUAL PROBLEMS






NEED TO PRIORITIZE TECH LITERACY
[outside our own spheres too]



THINK OF BETTER WAYS TO MONETIZE
THAN DATA SHARING



NEED EMPATHY
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