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Design for Non-Designers
1. Strategy 

2. Composition 

3. Whitespace 

4. Color 

5. Typography 

6. Imagery



Why Design?



75%
of users admit to making judgments 
about a company’s credibility based 
on their website’s design
FOG 2002 HT TP://ZURB.COM/QUIPS/1972

http://zurb.com/quips/1972


Strategy



Strategy Toolkit
• User & Stakeholder Surveys 

• Goals & KPIs 

• Audiences 

• Personas 

• Core Model Exercise 

• Voice & Tone 

• User Stories

• Content Analysis 

• Card sorting 

• Analytics 

• Sitemap 

• Usability Testing 

• Content Maps 

• Wireframes



Goals



Audiences



Voice & Tone



General Advice
1. Remember Your Goals & Audiences 

2. Keep it Simple 

3. Focus on Content 

4. Be Concise 

5. Consider Context



Keep it Simple



Focus on Content







Be Concise



Consider Context





Composition



Prioritize





Citation



Citation







Alignment







Whitespace



20%
Good use of white space between 
paragraphs and in the left and right margins 
increases comprehension by almost

LIN 2004 HT TP://ZURB.COM/QUIPS/2048

http://zurb.com/quips/2048




Citation



Citation



Emphasize Visual 
Relationships







Consider the Whole 
System





Imagery



Imagery
1. Where is it needed? 

2. What types need to be considered? 

3. Does text need to accompany it?



Photography







Citation
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Citation













Illustration & 
Iconography





Citation



Citation



Citation



Logos



Citation



Citation



Typography



Typefaces







Citation





Citation



Citation



Hierarchy



Citation



Citation





Legibility



1 2 3En DashHyphen

MAC: hyphen  
PC: hyphen 

Used within hyphenated 
words 

Merry-go-round  
Noise-cancelling 

Em Dash

MAC: alt shift hyphen  
PC: alt 0151 

Used between clauses or for 
added emphasis 

No one—not even the panda—
knew who ate the last banana.

Dashes

MAC: alt hyphen  
PC: alt 0150 

Used to express range or 
duration 

2:00–4:00 
Monday–Thursday 
A–Z 

- – —



Color



Palettes



Citation



Citation





Accessibility



Citation



Citation



Citation
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Citation







Inspiration



Citation



Citation



Citation



Citation



Design for 
Non-Designers
ROXY KORANDA



Thank You



Resources
Imagery: Iconography & Illustration 
• Flaticon flaticon.com/ 

• Noun Project thenounproject.com/ 

• Icon Monster iconmonstr.com 

• Image Use aten.io/blog/planning-

effective-image-use 


Imagery: Photo Editing 
• Gimp gimp.org/ 

• Pixlr https://pixlr.com/editor/

• Google photos.google.com/ 

Color: Inspiration 
• Palette Generator coolors.co/


Color: Accessibility 
• Colorable Contrast Checker 

jxnblk.com/colorable/demos/text/ 

• Spectrum Chrome Extension 

• Stark Sketch Plugin: getstark.co

https://www.flaticon.com/
https://thenounproject.com/
http://iconmonstr.com
https://atendesigngroup.com/blog/planning-effective-image-use
https://atendesigngroup.com/blog/planning-effective-image-use
https://atendesigngroup.com/blog/planning-effective-image-use
https://www.gimp.org/
https://pixlr.com/editor/
https://photos.google.com/
https://coolors.co/
http://jxnblk.com/colorable/demos/text/
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/spectrum/ofclemegkcmilinpcimpjkfhjfgmhieb?hl=en
http://getstark.co


Resources
Typography : Free Fonts 
• Google Fonts fonts.google.com 

• Font Squirrel fontsquirrel.com/ 


Typography : Inspiration 
• Fonts in Use fontsinuse.com/ 

• Typewolf typewolf.com/ 

Whitespace 
• Whitespace Hierarchy aten.io/blog/

whitespace-hierarchy 


General Inspiration 
• Designspiration designspiration.net/ 

• Dribbble dribbble.com/ 

http://www.fonts.google.com
https://www.fontsquirrel.com/
https://fontsinuse.com/
https://www.typewolf.com/
https://atendesigngroup.com/blog/whitespace-hierarchy
https://atendesigngroup.com/blog/whitespace-hierarchy
https://www.designspiration.net/
https://dribbble.com/


Resources
Strategy 
• Iterative Sketching 

aten.io/blog/iterative-sketching 

• Core Model Exercise  

aten.io/blog/connecting-content-
user-needs-and-business-goals 


https://atendesigngroup.com/blog/iterative-sketching
https://atendesigngroup.com/blog/connecting-content-user-needs-and-business-goals
https://atendesigngroup.com/blog/connecting-content-user-needs-and-business-goals

